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Veteran Engagement Session #6

• April 6-7, 2022
• Virtual
• Total attendance= 243
• Talking Points:

• Health concerns
• Research issues
• Quality of Life
• What do you want the Secretary of VA to know?



Veteran Engagement Session #7

• July 20-21, 2022
• Virtual
• Total Attendance= 909

• Section 1:
• What health problems concern you most about the 1990-91 Gulf War?
• What treatments have helped you manage your Gulf War health problems

• Section 2:
• What aspect of your Gulf War illness most affects your quality of life?
• What helps you most to manage these interferences?

• Section 3:
• If you could tell the VA Secretary one thing about being a Gulf War Veteran with Gulf War 

illness, what would it be?







Section 3: If you could tell the VA Secretary one thing about being a 
Gulf War Veteran with Gulf War Illness, what would it be?
Led by Barbara Ward (day 1) and Col. Richard Gaard (day 2).

• For the VA to do meaningful/translational research on GWI and to better 
treat GWV.

• The VA needs to establish toxic exposures specialty clinics.
• The VA needs a continuity of care; all VA clinics should be the same, not 

different levels of care depending on location.
• The VA needs to address reproductive issues (male and female) and rebuild 

trust with GWV.
• The VA needs to improve neurological care, perhaps establish specialty 

clinics.
• When will Veterans be compensated for things that should have been 

automatically considered a presumptive condition.
• For the VA to research medical cannabis.



GWVI RAC Session – Qualitative Chat Coding 

Gulf War Veterans Illnesses Research 
Advisory Committee Meeting

January 27, 2022
(Virtual)

This was a full meeting of the 
committee with scientific presentations.

• Analysis team:
• Fletcher Sidle (Coder)
• Rachele Lipsky, PhD (Coder)
• Trenton Haltom, PhD (Methodologist)

• Length of chat: 6 hours
• Active chatters: 154
• Messages present: 1,486

• All messages were coded
• Developed a codebook of 22 unique 

categories
• Applied codes: 1,744

• Coding was not mutually exclusive: 
multiple codes could have been applied to 
one chat comment. 
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Conclusion:
Veteran engagement sessions continue to be valuable forums 
for hearing the concerns of Gulf War Veterans and generating 
ideas for discussion at the full committee meetings.
Analysis of GWVI RAC chat messages can provide similar 
insight into Gulf War Veterans’ concerns.
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